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Why visit a woodland?
dults and children alike are becoming complacent
with their surroundings and their sense of being is
being distorted by computer games and modern distractions. We are starting to see a generation of children
growing up, not aware of where the products that they
consume originate from.

A

More and more people are living in towns and cities and
return to the countryside in their leisure time. However
the countryside and in particular woodlands not only
provide an opportunity for recreation but it is a rich
natural educational resource for encouraging personal
reflection, generating a sense of place and identity and
instilling a pride and respect for the World that only
comes from understanding and appreciating your
surroundings.
By 2010 the primary school National Curriculum in
Wales will advocate children’s learning through first

hand experimental activities and play and will place a
child’s personal and social development and well-being
at the heart of the curriculum.
The new Foundation Phase will combine the 3-5 Early
Years and Key Stage 1 provision. The new curriculum
will be based on the Desirable Outcomes for Children’s
Learning before Compulsory School Age. The seven
areas of learning it will focus on are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

personal and social development and well-being;
language, literacy and communication;
mathematical development;
bilingualism and multicultural understanding;
knowledge and understanding of the world;
physical development;
creative development.

Children, particularly those of primary school age, have a
willingness to try new experiences and explore new
environments. Research has
shown that children who can
share their experiences and
feelings are far more motivated
to record their thoughts and to
read what others have written.
This education resource has
been produced to help you to
introduce new dimension to
any field trip you may be
planning to a woodland. In
addition many of the activities
in this resource are adaptable
for many natural and manmade habitats, including the
school grounds. All link into
the new Foundation Phase and
current National Curriculum as
well as being cross-curriculum.
Some of these activities can be
used before, during or after a
visit, and are able to support
specific areas of the
curriculum. You may choose to
use them exactly as they are in
the pack. Or adapt them to
better suit the needs of your
class and the visits you and
they will undertake.
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Why visit a woodland?
National Curriculum Links - Science
KS1
1. to find out about the different kinds of plants
and animals in the local environment e.g. how
plants and animals change through the seasons

KS2
Adaptation
1. to find out about the variety of plants and animals
found in different habitats including the local area

2. understand that plants and animals can be
grouped according to observable similarities
and differences

2. how animals and plants in two different habitats
are suited to their environment
Feeding relationships
3. that food chains show the feeding relationships
in an ecosystem
4. that nearly all food chains start with a green plant

National Curriculum Links - Green plants as organisms
KS1
1. that plants need light and water to grow
2. to recognise and name the leaf, flower, stem
and root of flowering plants
3. that flowering plants grow and produce seeds
which, in turn, produce new plants
KS2
Growth and nutrition
1. that plants need light to produce food for growth
and the importance of the leaf in this process

nutrients are taken in through the root and
transported through the stem to other parts of the
plant
Reproduction
3. the main stages in the lifecycle of flowering
plants, including pollination, seed production,
seed dispersal and germination
4. about the process of pollination in flowering plants
5. how pollen and seeds can be transported
6. that nearly all food chains start with a green plant

2. that the root anchors the plant, and that water and

National Curriculum Links - Geography
KS2
1. Geography Enquiry Skills
2. Places - pupils use geographical enquiry and
skills to study 3 contrasting localities including
the local area.
3. Theme: environmental change

i. identify ways in which people affect the
environment
ii. investigate the ways in which people attempt
to look after the present and safeguard the
future environment through sustainable
development
iii. understand the individual’s responsibility for
the environment
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Why visit a woodland?
National Curriculum Links - Physical Education
KS1
Games
1. elements of games play that promote spatial
awareness and include running, chasing and
dodging to avoid others
2. to play simple co-operative games

KS2
Outdoor and Adventurous Activities
1. orienteering exercises in one or more different
environments, individually or with others
2. challenges of a physical and problem solving
nature with a partner or in a small group
3. the skills necessary of the activities undertaken
e.g. using a compass directions during which
pupils should be given opportunities to be
mindful of others and the environment

National Curriculum Links - History
KS1
Historical Knowledge and understanding
1. about the past through stories from different
periods and cultures including stories about
historical events in Wales
Historical Enquiry
1. to find out about the past from a range of
historical sources including artefacts, buildings
and sites.

KS2
All pupils learn about –
‘Life in Early Wales’ (the earliest peoples/ Iron
Age Celtic Society/ the Romans)
Pupils should be taught about the way in which
its societies were shaped by different people and
factors, and about the ways of life of the people
studied.

National Curriculum Links - Music
There are many opportunities to incorporate a
short musical game or activity into a woodland
visit.

he Dingle woodland Local Nature
Reserve is an excellent educational
resource. Although it is an urban woodland
adjacent to the historic market town of
Llangefni, it retains a peacefulness and is an
extremely popular nature area in the
catchment area of the town.
A compressed slate path provides main
access through the woodland, where a
boardwalk snakes along the edge of the
River Cefni as it makes its journey onto
Malltraeth Marsh.

T
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Activities Activity 1
Activity: Discovering the Dingle
Activity Time: 30 - 50 minutes
Key Stage: 2
Teacher Preparation Time:
Reading 15 minutes; Photocopying; 10 – 15 minutes
Alternative Habitats?: No
Learning Objectives: Develop investigative, research, and awareness skills,
to encourage children to take an interest in the wider environment.
Equipment and Resources:
• Copy of Resource Sheets 1 and 1b per pair of children
• Pencils/pens
Safety Points: None
Teacher Preparation:
• Reading and photocopying of ‘Find Out’ Resource Sheet
Introduction:
This activity is undertaken in the classroom. It can be integrated into history or IT class.
Main Activity:
The children are given a copy of the
resource sheet to read and discuss in
pairs or in groups. Following this they
answer the questions.
Additional Work:
This activity could be extended to study
the Dingle woodland further in depth.
IT lessons could be used for research
exercises on the internet, or a visit to
the archives in Llangefni could be
arranged.
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Activities Activity 2
Activity: Nature’s Gallery
Activity Time: 10 - 15 minutes
Key Stage: 1 and 2
Teacher Preparation Time:
5 mins; site visit: dependant on location but should allow plenty of time.
Alternative Habitats?: Yes - school field / yard.
Learning Objectives: To learn about, observe and focus the attention of the
child to the beauty of nature in the field. To verbally describe what they see and devlop
personal reflective skills.
Equipment and Resources:
‘Viewer’ per couple of children. See resource sheet ‘Nature’s Gallery’.
Safety Points:
• Ensure that the chosen area / route for the activity is free from hazards.
• Warn children about potential hazards identified on your risk assessment
i.e. rubbish, dog faeces etc.
Teacher Preparation:
• You should visit the area intended for the walk before hand and plan in
advance a route that will allow the children to examine a number of different tree
species, it’s a good idea to plan the route so that the leaves are in reaching distance for
the pupils or adults.
• You will need to carry out a full risk assessment according to your school’s
health and safety policy
Introduction:
This activity can be linked together with other smaller investigative activities i.e. ‘Smelly
Cocktails’, ‘Wiggly Eyes’ to create a longer woodland visit. Explain to the children that
around them is a natural art gallery waiting to be discovered.
Main Activity:
Provide each pair of children with a
‘Viewer’. Set a boundary limit as to where
the children can go. Get the children to
explore the surrounding environment
examining up close what they like
through the viewer i.e. a flower. Each
child takes it in turn to discover a
‘picture’ and explain to their partner why
they like it and ask what the partner
thinks of the picture.
You may like to visit each child as they
discover their ‘pictures’ and encourage
them to use descriptive words.
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Activities Activity 3
Activity: Touchy Cups
Activity Time: 10 - 15 minutes.
Key Stage: 1 and 2
Teacher Preparation Time: 15 mins; site visit: dependant on
location though approx. 15 mins.
Alternative Habitats?: Yes - school field / yard.
Learning Objectives: To learn about, observe and focus the attention of the child to
individual textures in the environment. To verbally described what they see and develop
personal reflective skills.
Equipment and Resources:
• ‘Touchy Cup’ per couple of children. See ‘Touchy Cups’ Information Sheet 1.
• Antibacterial hand wipes.
Safety Points:
• Ensure that the chosen area / route for the activity is free from hazards;
• Warn children about potential hazards identified on your risk assessment i.e.
rubbish, dog faeces etc.;
• It is important that children are told not to eat any of the plants;
• Identify any hazardous plants to the children before this activity i.e. stinging
nettles, brambles, hawthorn;
• Ensure that all children wipe their hands with an anti bacterial wipe following the
activity and to wash their hands thoroughly before eating, drinking and going to
the toilet.
Teacher Preparation:
• You should visit the area intended for the walk before hand and plan in advance a
route that will allow the children to examine a number of different tree species, it’s a
good idea to plan the route so that the leaves are in reaching distance for the pupils or
adults.
• You will need to carry out a full risk assessment according to your school’s health
and safety policy
Introduction:
This activity can be linked together with other smaller investigative activities i.e. ‘Smelly
Cocktails’, ‘Wiggly Eyes’ to create a longer woodland visit. Explain to the children that they are
going to collect specific feels, the type they collect are written on the bottom of their cups.
Main Activity:
Provide each pair of children with a ‘Touchy Cup’. On your pre designed walk get the
children to examine closely the natural environment about them and whether they consider
what they are touching to match the descriptive word on the bottom of the cup. If it does
then the children put a small sample into the cup. Once it appears that all the children in
the group have collected enough specimens, gather them around and get the group to
discuss the differences between objects.
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Activities Activity 4
Activity: Creepy Crawly Passport
Activity Time: 60 - 90 minutes
Key Stage: 2
Teacher Preparation Time: Creepy Crawley passports: 5 mins each; site visit: dependant on
location though in the field approx. 60 – 90 mins
Alternative Habitats?: Yes - school field / yard, beach, field
Learning Objectives: To discover about the variety of invertebrates (minibeasts) found in a
woodland environment and to consider the different roles that these play in the ecosystem.
Equipment and Resources:
• Creepy Crawley Passport for each child (see Resource Sheet 3)
• Pencils
• Clipboards
• Anti bacterial hand wipes
• A3 paper or larger and long poles, depending on sampling method
(see Information Sheet 2)
Safety Points:
• It is important that children are told not to eat any of the invertebrates.
• Ensure that the chosen area / route for the activity is free from hazards.
• Warn children about potential hazards identified on your risk assessment i.e. rubbish,
dog faeces etc.;
• Identify any hazardous plants to the children before this activity i.e. stinging
nettles, brambles, hawthorn
• Ensure that children are warned not to lift large stones or logs and to replace the ones
they do carefully as not to hurt the invertebrates.
• Ensure that all children wipe their hands with an anti bacterial wipe following the activity
and to wash their hands thoroughly before eating, drinking and going to the toilet.
Teacher Preparation:
• You should visit the area intended for the activity before hand and plan in advance a
route that will allow the children to come across different species of trees and shrubs to
sample or various logs and stones that they can turn over.
• You will need to carry out a full risk assessment according to your school’s health and
safety policy
• Preparation of Creepy Crawley Passports (Resource Sheet 3)
Introduction:
This is a nice stand alone activity forming a basis in
investigative work on invertebrates and their role in a
woodland ecosystem
cont’d...
Line drawings: © Mark Buxton
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Activities Activity 4
Activity: Creepy Crawly Passport
Main Activity:
This activity can proceed or follow up any classroom work where ecosystems and the role
of invertebrates have been discussed.
In the woodland allow the children to really investigate a safe area of the woodland where
they can either turn over stones/logs or undertake tree sampling
(see Information Sheet 2)
Following which each pupil is given their own copy of the ‘Creepy Crawley Passport’
(see Resource Sheet 3) to work through. You may wish to pair pupils up, this way each
child can compare their minibeast with their partners.
Additional Work:
You could use the information collected in the ‘Creepy Crawley Passports’
to design and build enlarge versions of minibeasts as part of an art
lesson; this could be done individually or as a small group activity.
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Activities Activity 5
Activity: Funny Feelings
Activity Time: 10 - 20 minutes
Key Stage: 1 and 2
Teacher Preparation Time: 5 mins; site visit: dependant on location.
Alternative Habitats?: Yes - school field / yard.
Learning Objectives: To learn about and observe in the field the variety of different
textures that occurs in nature. To describe and consider how textures vary in nature.
Equipment and Resources:
• Pencils
• Plain A4 paper
• Crayons
Safety Points:
• Ensure that the chosen area / route for the activity is free from
hazards.
• Warn children about potential hazards identified on your risk
assessment i.e. rubbish, dog faeces.
Teacher Preparation:
• You should visit the area intended for the walk before hand and plan
in advance a route that will allow the children to examine a number
of different tree species, it’s a good idea to plan the route so that
the leaves are in reaching distance for the pupils or adults.
• You will need to carry out a full risk assessment according to your
school’s health and safety policy
Introduction:
Explain to the children about textures and how they vary in nature
and the difference between man-made textures i.e. tree bark to
smoothness of a bench.
Main Activity:
Provide each child with a piece of paper and crayon. Get them to
examine the textures of different surfaces around them, and then ask
them to create a rubbing of that texture and write next to it how they
think it felt. When they move onto another texture ensure that they
compare it to previous ones.
Additional Work:
You may like to follow the work up back in the classroom with a
discussion or creation of posters.
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Activities Activity 6
Activity: Silent Symphony
Activity Time: 10 - 15 minutes
Key Stage: 1 and 2
Teacher Preparation Time: 5 mins; site visit: dependant on location
but should allow plenty of time.
Alternative Habitats?: Yes - school field / yard.
Learning Objectives: To learn about and observe in the field the variety of different
sounds that occurs in the environment around them. To learn to describe sound through
drawing and develop personal reflective skills.
Equipment and Resources:
• Pencils
• Copy of resource sheet ‘Silent Symphony’
Safety Points:
• Ensure that the chosen area / route for the activity is free from hazards.
• Warn children about potential hazards identified on your risk assessment i.e. rubbish,
dog faeces.
Teacher Preparation:
• You will need to carry out a full risk assessment according to your school’s health and
safety policy
Introduction:
This activity can be linked together with other smaller investigative activities i.e. ‘Smelly
Cocktails’, ‘Wiggly Eyes’ to create a longer woodland visit. Explain to the children that
around them is a symphony of different noises waiting to be discovered. Explain for them
to hear this music that they must sit quietly.
Main Activity:
Provide each child with ‘Silent Symphony’ resource sheet
and a pencil. Set a boundary limit as to where the children
can go. Get the children to draw the sounds that they hear
around them. Ensure that you or a support colleague
visits each child in their ‘personal space’ and discuss
quietly what they are hearing and how they represent it.
Additional Work:
Back in the classroom you may like to follow the work with
a discussion or creation of larger colourful versions of the
sounds cards.
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Activities Activity 7
Activity: Tree Identification
Activity Time: 30 - 40 minutes
Key Stage: 1,2
Teacher Preparation Time: 5 mins; site visit: dependant on location though approx. 40 mins
Alternative Habitats?: Yes - school field / yard, field
Learning Objectives: To learn about and observe in the field the variety of different tree
species in a woodland and learn how to identify some with the use of a key.
Equipment and Resources:
• Copy of resource sheet 4a ‘Tree Identification Key’
Safety Points:
• Ensure that the chosen area / route for the activity is free from hazards.
• Warn children about potential hazards identified on your risk assessment i.e. rubbish,
dog faeces.
Teacher Preparation:
• You should visit the area intended for the walk before hand and plan in advance a route
that will allow the children to examine a number of different tree species, it’s a good
idea to plan the route so that the leaves are in reaching distance for the pupils or adults.
• Photocopying of resource sheet 4a.
• You will need to carry out a full risk assessment according to your school’s health and
safety policy.
Introduction:
This activity can either be carried out on a short visit to a woodland or be slotted together
with other activities e.g. Measuring Trees to form a longer visit.
Main Activity:
Provide each child or pairs of children with a copy of the ‘Tree Key for 8 Tree Species’
sheet (resource sheet 4), ask them to work through the sheet as they walk along the path
examining various tree species.
Additional Work:
Leaves could be collected while on the field visit and used to make a poster to remind the
children which trees they identified.
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Activities Activity 8
Activity: How to Measure a Tree
Activity Time: 30 - 40 minutes
Key Stage: 2
Teacher Preparation Time: Photocopying of resource sheet 10mins.
Site visit: dependant on location though approx. 60mins
Alternative Habitats?: Yes - school field / yard
Learning Objectives: To observe, collect and record information in the field, to understand
that different species of trees grow at different rates.
Equipment and Resources:
• Copy of ‘How to measure a tree’ Resource Sheets 5a and 5b.
Safety Points:
• Ensure that the chosen area / route for the activity is free from hazards.
• Warn children about potential hazards identified on your risk assessment i.e. rubbish,
dog faeces etc.
Teacher Preparation:
• You should visit the area intended for the walk before hand and plan in advance a route
that will allow the children to measure a variety of different tree species and heights.
• Refer to the Forestry Commission’s website for information about tree species and forest
management. The following links will provide you with guidance: www.forestry.gov.uk
• You will need to carry out a full risk assessment according to your school’s health and
safety policy
• Preparation of the resource sheet about 10 minutes
Introduction:
Explain to the children they are going to carry out as survey of the woodland which
requires them to measure the height and girth of individual trees. For a longer woodland
visit this activity could be linked to ‘Tree Identification’
Main Activity:
Give each pair of children a copy of resource sheet ‘How to Measure a Tree’ and the other
equipment required. Get them to keep a record of the measurements that they take. Back
in the classroom they could discuss the difference
in age and height of different tree species.
Additional Work:
Pupils should compare the difference in age distribution and height of the different tree species which
grow in the woodland and use the information to
draw conclusions about:
i) the different conditions trees need to grow
ii) the effect we have on the management of
woodlands for timber.
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Activities Activity 9
Activity: Smelly Cocktails
Activity Time: 10 minutes
Key Stage: 1 and 2
Teacher Preparation Time: Magic water: 15 mins; site visit: dependant on
location though approx. 40 mins
Alternative Habitats?: Yes - school field / yard, beach, field
Learning Objectives: This activity will help children to relate to their surroundings through
their sense of smell.
Equipment and Resources:
• Plastic cup either for each child or one between two
• Bottle of magic water (this is tap water with glitter or food colouring in a decorated bottle)
• Anti bacterial hand wipes
Safety Points:
• It is important that children are told not to taste any of the plants or drink the cocktails
that are produced.
• Ensure that the chosen area / route for the activity is free from hazards.
• Warn children about potential hazards identified on your risk assessment i.e. rubbish,
dog faeces etc.
• Identify any hazardous plants to the children before this activity i.e. stinging nettles,
brambles, hawthorn
• Ensure that all children wipe their hands with an anti bacterial wipe following the activity
and to wash their hands thoroughly before eating, drinking and going to the toilet.
Teacher Preparation:
• You should visit the area intended for the walk before hand and plan in advance a route
that will allow the children to come across various plants with different smells to their
leaves.
• You will need to carry out a full risk assessment according to your school’s health and
safety policy
• Preparation of the decorated bottle will take about half an hour

cont’d...
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Activities Activity 9
Introduction:
This activity slots in nicely with an investigative walk through woodland, where it could
form just one of a sequence of environmental activities associated with the senses.
Main Activity:
Start by telling the group that they are going for a short walk and at the end will arrive at a
cocktail party. On the way they must create their own smelly cocktail to gain entrance to
the party. To do this they pick different smells i.e. different leaves, bark from dead wood,
mud. Ask them to think of a name for their cocktail before arriving at the ‘party’.
When you arrive at your chosen destination gather the children round into a group and ask
them to share the smells of their cocktails with each other. After a short while add a drop
of ‘magic’ water to each cocktail and ask them to describe the smell now – has it
changed? If so how?
Once the children have finished with their cocktails tell them to make a wish and throw the
contents over their shoulder – make sure that there is no body standing behind them!
Additional Work:
This activity could be preceded by classroom work looking at how mammals use their
sense of smell, e.g. in locating their prey; behaviour of nocturnal animals, territorial
behaviour.
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Activities Activity 10
Activity: Wiggly Eyes
Activity Time: 10- 15 minutes
Key Stage: 1 and 2
Teacher Preparation Time: Wiggly eyes: approx. 30 mins;
site visit: dependant on location.
Alternative Habitats?: Yes - school field / yard, beach, field
Learning Objectives: For children to observe their surroundings from another creature’s
perspective through investigating the use of sight.
Equipment and Resources:
• A pair of eyes per child (see Resource Sheet 7)
Safety Points:
• Ensure that the chosen area / route for the activity is free from hazards.
• Warn children about potential hazards identified on your risk assessment i.e. rubbish,
dog faeces etc.
Teacher Preparation:
• You should visit the area intended for the walk before hand and plan in advance a route
that will allow the children to experience a short journey in the perspective of another
animal i.e. ant along a wall.
• You will need to carry out a full risk assessment according to your school’s health
and safety policy
• Preparation of the eyes will take about half an hour
Introduction:
This activity can be slotted together to form an investigative walk through a woodland
setting where it could form just one of a sequence of environmental activities associated
with the senses.
Main Activity:
Start by discussing with the group about the senses. Move the topic onto sight as a sense
and explain how not all animals have eyes like humans, i.e. that some only see in black
and white like dogs, where as birds of prey are able to pinpoint their prey from high in the
sky. Ask the group to name animals that do and don’t have eye sight like humans.
Afterwards tell the group that they are now going to become an animal and experience
what being like that creature is through pretending that their hands are the creature by
putting the eyes on their hands.
Walk for a little while and encourage the group to investigate their surroundings using
their hand creatures.
Additional Work:
If you wish to work further on the topic of sight, this activity could be preceded by
classroom work.
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Resource Sheet 1
The Dingle Woodland
The Dingle woodland is situated in Llangefni on Anglesey. It has always been a popular
place for people to visit. In Welsh the woodland is known as Nant y Pandy, because there was
once a wool mill (Tŷ Pannu) in the field at the Northern end.
The River Cefni flows through the woodland. It starts at Cefni Lake and reaches the sea at
Malltraeth. The river habitat is an important home to trout, salmon and eels. These fish feed on
the smaller insects that live in the river bed. A very shy but large animal known as an otter feeds
on the fish in the river. Anglesey is one of the few places in Britain where the otter can be found,
it is endangered being protected by law.
The woodland is extremely old with many of the large trees being over 200 years old. Oak, ash,
hazel, and sweet chestnut are some of the broadleaved tree species that grow in the Dingle.
Broadleaved trees drop their leaves in autumn. Scots pine also grows on some of the slopes in
the wood. This tree is known as a conifer and does not drop its leaves (like a Christmas tree).
The woodland is an important habitat for many different plants, animals and fungi. There are 162
different types of plants and 153 different types of fungi. A fungus plays an important role in a
woodland habitat. They help to break down the
dead wood, without them there would be tons of
wood about! Some of the fungi in the Dingle are
so rare that they have never been found
anywhere else on Anglesey.
A disused railway line runs through the Dingle.
The line was built in 1867 and ran 18 miles from
Gaerwen to Amlwch. Llangefni train station was
built on the edge of the woodland. A man-made
lake was created by building a weir across the
river to provide
water for the steam engines as they passed through. A weir is a
small dam made from stone. The lake is known as Llyn Pwmp.
St. Cyngar’s church can be found on the edge of the woodland,
the church is named after an early Christian saint. This area was
where the first people who came to Llangefni settled. The present
church building was built in 1824. A well can be found near to
one of the entrances to the woodland, this is known as St.
Cyngar’s well. The water from it was used in baptism services in
the church.

cont’d...
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Resource Sheet 1
Now you have read about the Dingle try and answer
the following questions:
1) What is the Welsh name for the Dingle?

2) What’s the name of the river that flows through the Dingle?

3) Where does the river meet the sea?

4) Name TWO types of fish that live in the river.

5) Name THREE types of tree that grow in the woodland.

6) How many types of fungi are there in the Dingle?

7) What is the job of fungi?

8) Where does the disused railway line START and FINISH?

9) What is the name of the church?

10) What was the water from the well used for?
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Resource Sheet 2
Silent Symphony
Materials: Thin Card, photocopier
1) Print out page 2 of this resource sheet;
2) Photocopy the required amount onto thin card;
3) Cut along the dotted lines to create sound cards.

How to use:
1) In the woodland give each child a sound card and pencil;
2) Explain to them that they are the person in the middle, and that they need to listen
to the sounds around them and draw a representation on the card.
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Resource Sheet 3
Bug Passport
Instructions for Preparation:
1) Print out the following Bug Passport pages on a photocopier;
2) Cut the sheets in half along the dotted lines;
3) Fold each half in half to form pages;
4) Assemble the booklet so the page numbers run in sequence from 1 through to 12.
5) Staple the booklet in the middle, and repeat as required.

Instructions for use:
1) Children are encouraged to seek out invertebrate (minibeasts) in the woodland.
This can be achieved either through sampling of small trees and shrubs (see
additional Information Sheet 1) or allowing the children to uncover rocks and leaves
to reveal the invertebrates living beneath.
2) The pupils are allowed to work through their own individual ‘Woodland Creepy
Crawley Passport’ either on their own or in a pair.
3) They complete the details as follows in the table below:

Page Number
4

Activity
Fill in the name of the invertebrate that they have chosen to study, followed by
the address e.g. Under the log, Dingle Woodland, Llangefni. Estimate age of the
insect e.g. adult butterfly, and the job of that insect e.g. decomposer, pollinator etc.

5

Draw a picture of the chosen invertebrate in the box.

6&7

Answer the following questions, circling or filling in the answers. A brief introduction
to minibeasts should help to explain what feelers are and the different methods in
how they eat.

8

Draw a picture of what the minibeasts children would look like e.g. butterfly pupae,
wasp larvae.

9

Answer the questions, this focuses the attention on what type of food the chosen
invertebrate eats and what and how it moves e.g. a millipede would crawl to travel,
beetle may fly etc.

10

Once the passport has been completed it needs to be checked and stamped by
the teacher/ leader as if it were passport control.
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Pasport
Chwilod Coedwig

1

Pasport Chwilod Coedwig
Woodland Creepy-crawly
Passport

Woodland
Creepy-crawly
Passport
10

Pasport Chwilod Coedwig

Pasport Chwilod Coedwig

Stampiau

Mae’r chwilod o’r goedwig hwn
Yn ceisio ac yn gofyn yn
enw’r Chwilen Fawr
i pawb sy’n cael achos
i ganiatáu y daliwr i
nofio/hedfan/cropian/llithro/
neidio yn rhydd ac i roi cymorth a
diogelwch i’r daliwr.

Stamps
Woodland Creepy-crawly Passport

The Bugs of this Woodland
request and require in the
Name of the Mighty Bug
all those who it may concern
to allow the holder to
swim/fly/crawl/slither/hop freely
and to provide the holder with
assistance and protection as
may be necessary.
Woodland Creepy-crawly Passport

3

2

4

11

Pasport Chwilod Coedwig

Pasport Chwilod Coedwig

Woodland Creepy-crawly
Passport

Woodland Creepy-crawly
Passport

Pasport Chwilod Coedwig

Pasport Chwilod Coedwig

Enw/Name............................................

Beth ydach chi angen i
fynd ar wyliau??

Cyfeiriad/.............................................
Address ................................................
Coedwig/Woodland
Ynys Môn/Anglesey

Oed/Age ...............................................

Swydd/Job...........................................
................................................................

Ticiwch y bocsys

What do you need to take
on holiday?
Tick the boxes

Bwyd / Food:
Planhigion / Plants
neu cig / or meat
Bwyd / Food:
Dŵr / Water:
Tŷ / House:
Sut ydach chi’n mynd i deithio?
How do you plan to travel?
.......................................................

Woodland Creepy-crawly Passport

Woodland Creepy-crawly Passport

9

6

7

Pasport Chwilod Coedwig
Disgrifiwch eich hun:
Rhowch gylch a amgylch yr ateb cywir neu llenwch y bwlch

Describe yourself:
Draw a circle around the right answer or fill in the space

Faint o goesau sydd gynnoch?
How many legs do you have?
0

6

8

14

20+

Oes gennych chi esgyll?
Do you have wings?
Oes / Yes

Nac oes / No

Oes gennych chi deimlyddion?
Do you have feelers?
Oes / Yes

Pa liw ydych chi?
What colour are you?
...........................................................
Faint o lygaid sydd gennych?
How many eyes do you have?
0

2

8

8+

Sut ydych chi’n bwyta?
How do you eat?
Crafiad/Scrape • Sugno/Suck
Creinsio/Crunch • Llyfu/Lick
Cnoi/Munch

Nac oes / No
Woodland Creepy-crawly Passport

8

Pasport Chwilod Coedwig

Pasport Chwilod Coedwig

Lluniau o blant
Photographs of children

Llun o ddaliwr y passport
Photograph of
passport holder

Woodland Creepy-crawly Passport

Woodland Creepy-crawly Passport
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Resource Sheet 4
Tree Key for 8 Tree Species
1

Is the leaf single?
Not composed of many leaflets

YES go to 2

NO go to 11

2

Is the leaf round?

YES go to 3

NO go to 6

3

Is the leaf hairy?

YES go to 4

NO go to 6

4

Are the hairs soft and downy?

YES Hazel

NO go to 5

5

Are the hairs harsh and bristly?

YES Elm

NO go to 1

6

Is the leaf roughly oval?
Longer than it is wide

YES go to 7

NO go to 10

7

Is the edge of the leaf hairy?

YES Beech

NO go to 8

8

Is the edge of the leaf wavy?

YES Oak

NO go to 9

9

Is the leaf very indented?
Almost leaflets

YES Hawthorn

NO go to 1

10 Is the leaf like a palm of the hand?

YES Sycamore

NO go to 11

11 Is the leaf composed of many leaflets?

YES go to 12

NO go to 1

12 Do the leaflets have a pungent smell?

YES Elder

NO Ash
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Resource Sheet 5a
How to Measure a Tree
HEIGHT OF A TREE
What you need:
•
•
•

A pencil and paper
A 50m measuring tape
A friend

Method:
1) Ask your friend to stand at the base of the tree;
2) Holding the pencil upright in your hand walk away from the tree until the tree looks
the same size as the pencil;
3) Turn the pencil onto its side;
4) Ask your friend to walk out to the side of the tree (not towards you), tell your friend
to stop and wait when they reach the end of the pencil;
5) Take the tape measure to where your friend is standing. Get them to hold one end as
you walk back to the base of the tree;
6) Read the distance off the tape. This is the height of the tree! Make a note of it on
the paper.

Make sure you look where
you are going when you
walk away from the tree!

Height of tree = Distance of friend from tree

Walk away from the tree
until the pencil appears to
be the same height.
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Resource Sheet 5b
How to Measure a Tree
AGE OF A TREE
What you need: A 3m measuring tape • A friend/pupil • Paper
Method:
1) Wrap the tape measure around the trunk of the tree at chest height
(ask your friend to help if the girth of the tree is too large);
2) Read the tape measure at where it crosses the beginning;
3) This is the girth of the tree;
4) Make a note of the girth on the paper;
5) If the tree is in open countryside (ie in a field) then: divide the girth by 2.5
eg if the tree is 120cm you divide by 2.5 giving you an approximate age of 48 years.
(girth (120) divided by 2.5 = 48 years)
If the tree is in a woodland you need to divide the girth by 1.5
eg if the girth is 120 cm you divide by 1.5 giving you an approximate age of 80 years
girth(120) divided by 1.5 = 120 years)
6) Using the table below you can work out how old the tree is!
Type of Tree

Girth (cm)

Age (years)

Birch
Ash
Beech
Oak
Scots Pine

How does your tree compare with the oldest trees below?
Type of Tree

Where?

How Old?

Oak

Dingle, Llangefni

250 years

Oak

Anglesey

500 years

Oak

Wales

1100 years

Yew

Llangernyw, Wales

3000 years

Yew

Fortingall, Scotland

4000 years

Bristlecone Pine

California, USA

4700 years

How does your tree compare with the tallest trees below?
Type of Tree

Where?

How tall?

Douglas Fir

Powys Castle, Wales

55 metres

Douglas Fir

Scotland

65 metres

Coast Redwood

California, USA

110 metres
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Resource Sheet 6
Nature’s Gallery
Materials: Thin Card, photocopier, scissors
1) Print out the following page;
2) Photocopy the required amount onto thin card;
3) Cut along the dotted line to cut the A4 sheet into two;
4) Cut out the perforated frame to create a ‘Viewer’
5) Don’t forget to recycle the middle section;

How to use:
1) In the woodland hand a viewer to each pair of children;
2) Get them to explore their surroundings close up by using the viewer to create their
own pictures;
3) Ask each child to discuss with their partner the picture they have chosen.
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Don’t forget to reuse or
recycle the centre!

Don’t forget to reuse or
recycle the centre!

Resource Sheet 7
Wiggly Eyes
Materials: thin card, double sided tape, pair of scissors
1) Photocopy the “eye” sheet onto thin card (each sheet will produce 48 pairs of ‘eyes)
2) Cut the “eyes” out
3) Put double sided tape onto the back of each eye
4) Place eyes into a bag
5) The eyes are now ready for use in the field
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Information Sheet 1
Touchy Cups
To make your touchy cups you will need:
•

Suitable container per couple of children in the class– clean yoghurt pot or
similar clean container

•

Permanent pens in two colours

Instructions:
1) Write one of the adjectives listed below on the bottom of one yoghurt pot;
2) If required write the bilingual equivalent in a different colour on the bottom also.

How to use:
1) Each pair of children is given a ‘Touchy Cup’;
2) They then collect natural items which match the adjective on the bottom;
3) When each couple have collected enough ask them to compare their finds with a
couple who have a different adjective.

Adjectives:
• Hard
• Soft
• Rough
• Smooth
• Prickly
• Hairy
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Information Sheet 2
Invertebrate Sampling
Method for sampling invertebrates (minibeasts) from small trees and shrubs:
It is possible that a single tree could support hundreds of invertebrate (minibeasts).
They are not always easy to see because they are small, and most live out of sight
amongst the leaves and branches. However it is possible to observe some of these
minibeasts by beating or shaking the branches of a tree or shrub so that some of the
creatures fall to the ground.

Instructions to carry this out are below:
You will need a large piece of white paper (A3 or bigger) a long pole or stick and a
stopwatch or wrist watch with a second hand. Your teacher / leader will help you chose a
suitable tree or shrub to sample.

•

Working in partners, have one of you hold the sheet of paper beneath a branch
which can easily be reached by the pole/ stick or your hand.

•

Shake the branch either by beating it with the pole or shaking it with your hand for
about 30 seconds. This will dislodge the minibeasts so that they fall onto the piece
of paper. Take care not to break or damage the tree.

•

Select one of the types of minibeast on the sheet to study in the passport. Spiders,
mites and harvestmen (all have 8 legs); caterpillars; beetles; small flies; slugs and
snail and any other minibeasts. Try studying the flying insects first (before they fly off).

•

Work through your passport, recording and answering the questions for your
chosen minibeast.
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Contacts
The following are organisations you may wish to
contact for further information:Countryside Council for Wales (CCW)
Maes y Ffynnon
Penrhos Road
Bangor
Gwynedd
LL57 2DW
Tel: 0845 130 6229
Website: www.ccw.gov.uk
Isle of Anglesey County Council
Countryside Service
County Offices
Llangefni
Anglesey
LL77 7TW
Tel: 01248 752 428
Website: www.anglesey.gov.uk
Field Studies Council
Rhyd y Creuau
The Drapers Field
Betws y Coed
Gwynedd
LL24 0HB
Tel: 01690 710 494
Website: www.field-studies-council.org
Forestry Commission
(statutory body for England and Wales)
Woodlands for Learning Team
Bwlch Nant y Arian
Ponterwyd
Aberystwyth
SY23 3AD
Tel: 01970 890 500
Website: www.forestry.gov.uk/learning
Forestry Commission
Forest Education Initiative Coordinator
c/o Forestry Commission North Wales Area Office
Clawdd Newydd
Ruthin
Denbighshire
LL15 2NL
Tel: 01824 750492
e-mail: sue.williams@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Website: www.forestryeducation.org

CADW
Crown Buildings
Cathays Park
Cardiff
CF10 3NQ
Tel: 02920 500 200
Website: www.cadw.wales.gov.uk
Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales (CPRW)
Tŷ Gwyn
31 High Street
Welshpool
Powys
SY21 7YD
Tel: 01938 552 525
Website: www.cprw.org.uk
Coed Cymru
The Old Sawmill Tregynnon
Newtown
Powys
SY16 3PL
Tel: 01686 650 777
Website: www.coedcymru.org.uk
Cymdeithas Gwaith Maes
Education Service
Plas Tan y Bwlch
Maentwrog
Gwynedd
LL43 3YU
Website: www.gwaithmaes.org
Friends of the Earth (Cymru)
33 The Balcony
Castle Arcsade
Cardiff
CF1 2BY
Tel: 02920 229 577
Website: www.foecymru.co.uk
Keep Wales Tidy Campaign
33 – 35 Cathedral Road
Cardiff
CF11 9HB
Tel: 02920 256 767
Website: www.keepwalestidy.org
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Contacts
The following are organisations you may wish to
contact for further information:National Museums and Galleries of Wales
Cathays Park
Cardiff
CF10 3NP
Tel: 02920 397 951
Website: www.nmgw.ac.uk
National Trust Office for Wales
Trinity Square
Llandudno
Conwy
LL30 2DE
Tel: 01492 860 123
Website: www.nationaltrust.org

WWF Cymru
Baltic House
Mount Stuart Square
Cardiff
CF10 5FH
Tel: 02920 646 692
Website: www.wwf.org.uk/cymru
www.wwflearning.org.uk/wwflearning-home
North Wales Wildlife Trust
376 High Street
Bangor
Gwynedd
LL57 1YE
Tel: 01248 351 541
Website: www.wildlifetrust.org.uk/northwales
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Publications & Websites
Publications
Department for Education and Employment (DfEE)
publication PP3 D14/36062/499/54 Health and
Safety of Pupils on Educational Visits a good
practice guide [HSPV2].
Copies of this booklet are available free of charge from
DfEE Publications
PO Box 5050
Sudbury
Suffolk CO10 6ZQ
Tel: 0808 100 50 60
Website: www.dfee.gov.uk
Sharing Nature with Children, Cornell, J.B
ISBN 1883220734
Dawn Publications, United States

Fields Studies Council Publications (AIDGAP)
Preston Montford
Montford Bridge
Shrewsbury SY4 1HW
Tel: 01743 852 140
Website: www.field-studies-council.org/publications
Supply a range of publications including identification
guides, with some in Welsh also available.
Butterfly Conservation Education Pack (£2.00)
Butterfly Conservation
Manor Yard
East Lulworth
Wareham
Dorset BH20 5QP
Tel: 01929 400 209
Website: www.butterfly-conservation.org

Websites
ARKive education
ARKive education is a free resource for teachers and
educators.
www.arkiveeducation.org

Nature Explorers
Interactive website run by Caterbury Environmental
Education Centre, Kent.
www.naturegrid.org.uk/children.html

Education for Sustainable Development and
Global Citizenship (ESDGC)
ESDGC is an approach which involves the whole
curriculum and management of the school, not merely
an ‘add on’ subject. It has its roots in environmental
education and development education.
www.esdgc-wales.org.uk

Open2.net
Open2.net is the online learning portal from the Open
University and the BBC. www.open2.net/home.html

Forest Education Initiative
The Forest Education Initiative provides learning
resources about trees, forests and forest products.
www.foresteducation.org
Forest Schools
Forest Schools is an innovative educational approach
to outdoor play and learning.
http://www.forestschools.com
Gwaith maes
Gwaith Maes ia a voluntary society which supports
environmental education in Wales by publishing
materials for use in schools.
http://www.gwaithmaes.org/default.htm
Nature Detectives
Run by The Woodland Trust has loads of fantastic
resources available to download free of charge.
http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk

RSPB
Information about school projects on birds.
www.rspb.org.uk/youth/learn/index.asp or
www.rspb.org.uk/cymru/plant/dysgu/index.asp
Science and Plants for Schools
Free educational resources aimed at promoting
exciting teaching of plant science.
www-saps.plantsci.cam.ac.uk/index.htm
Teaching Ideas for Primary School Teachers
This site contains hundreds of ideas and resources for
primary teachers, and they're all FREE!
www.teachingideas.co.uk
The Institute for Earth Education
The Institute for Earth Education is a non-profit,
volunteer organization made up of an international
network of individuals and member organizations.
http://www.eartheducation.org/default.asp
The Tree Council
www.treecouncil.org.uk
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